
Every year we fi nd ourselves at the offi  ce receiving a few calls 
or notes from members about people bathing in the lake or 
spotting shampoo and conditioner with an intentional home 

on the end of the dock. Others have called with concerns of products 
being used to clean furniture and patios. With swimming weather 
around the corner, we thought it was important to remind everyone of 
why it is important to limit nutrients in our lake.

Excessive amount of nutrients, particularly phosphorus, are carried 
into a water body with runoff  from fertilized lawns, golf courses, urban 
or agricultural areas and from poorly maintained septic systems. Water 
quality impacts associated with excessive nutrients in a lake include:

• Frequent blooms of undesirable algae* (potentially toxic, giving 
 water poor taste and odour)
• Excessive growth of aquatic plants leading to a loss of open water
• Decrease in water clarity
• Lower levels of dissolved oxygen, which may lead to fi sh kills and 
 aff ect fi sh diversity
• Increased levels of coliform and E.coli bacteria present
• Possible increase in the presence of carcinogens, resulting from
 increased organic matter reacting with disinfectants such as chlorine
*Note that nutrients are only one of the variables that infl uence 

algae blooms. Blooms are also impacted by increased temperatures and 
water column stability.

Simple Steps to Reduce Excess Nutrients
Reduce or Eliminate Fertilizer Use
Remember what goes on your property goes into the lake. Th at 

includes fertilizers applied near the water. Rain and irrigation carry 
these fertilizers into the water and encourage the rapid growth of 
aquatic plants and algae. For every pound of phosphorus in the water, 
500 pounds of aquatic vegetation are produced!

Maintain Your Septic System 
Pumping out your septic tank on a regular basis is critical to 

reducing nutrient fl ows into the lakes. Th e frequency of your pump 
outs will vary based on your tank, your family size, and the number of 
appliances you use. As a general rule, pumping your septic tank every 
2 to 3 years is a good practice. 

Be Careful with Soap
At the lake, soaps should always be phosphate-free. Avoid 

antibacterial soaps. Soapy wastewater from dishwashing and bathing 
should be disposed of in soil at least 60 meters from the water’s edge to 
prevent harming wildlife and creating nutrient -induced algae blooms. 

Information provided by FOCA in the 3rd edition of A Shoreline 
Owner’s Guide to Healthy Waterfronts. Contact the MLA offi  ce for 
a hardcopy or view the online version here. 

https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Shoreline_Owners_
Guide_2015/fi les/index.html

Interested in more topics like these? Stay tuned!
Th e MLA’s summer webinar series starts in June with topics on 

Shorelines and how to be Septic savvy. A specifi c communication with 
details on these webinars will be released soon. We hope you can join 
us!
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I have been thinking a lot about governance 
lately. Frankly, it has been consuming 
my days, evenings and weekends. Good 

governance is a significant responsibility, for 
the decisions made in running public sector 
businesses or by our governments at any 
level have ramifications for years to come. 
Governments by their nature are elected every 
4 years but that does not mean that 4 years 
should be the only horizon for their vision. Our 
politicians cannot only be concerned about 

keeping their jobs in the next election but must recognize and act on the 
trust placed in them to plan for and protect our futures. 

Take our current provincial government. They rapidly dismantled 
many of the environmental protections gained by years of successive 
governments and years of considerable scientific investigation to inform 
the resulting legislation and policies. It’s not just that they did it, but they 
have done so despite the scientific evidence, ignoring the precautionary 
principle and in the face of municipal, institutional, and public opposition. 
That is not good governance.

The response to COVID-19 has been fraught with similar issues – a 
lack of respect for scientific advice and being more concerned about the 
economy than lives. That is not good governance. We could have been 
ready for an open summer, welcoming vaccinated tourists and cottagers 
from the US and abroad. But alas, we are in the same place as we were a 
year ago, except for having PPE and safety protocols. 

Muskoka waited anxiously for the municipal governance review 
commissioned in 2019 by the Ford government to make recommendations 
for the District government. In the end the recommendations were 
unpublished, and the municipalities left to make a decision to suit their 
own circumstances. For the past year, the MLA has been engaged in 
the municipal modernization review being undertaken by the District 
of Muskoka. The Municipal Modernization Committee had as their 
mandate to review council composition. For the MLA that means how 
best to represent the disparate populations in the District, and even how 
to count the constituents. For the seasonal residents we are harder to pin 
down. How does one count the population resident at second homes – do 
kids count, parents, grandchildren? An attempt was made by the District 
to do so but with some questionable results. Having an accurate count 
would not matter if the District had simply opted for equal representation 
from all the lower tier municipalities – regardless of population so that all 
waterfront property owners could be effectively represented.

The District process has played out now with a hopeless tie – the Towns 
of Gravenhurst, Bracebridge and Huntsville staying with status quo and 
the Townships of Muskoka Lakes, Lake of Bays and Georgian Bay looking 
for equal representation. Success was achieved however, with the District 
passing a resolution that the seasonal population be counted at 100% for 
purposes of council representation; but how does one actually achieve 
that when seasonal residents have not been accurately counted? This is a 
wrong that has taken 50 years to reverse, maybe because seasonal residents 
have not given enough thought to governance over the years. There was 
a time when our seasonal residences were insignificant and time spent in 

Muskoka quite limited, but those days are long gone. The issues facing 
the seasonal population and indeed all of Muskoka are too significant to 
not be engaged in. Now we wait to see how it will be implemented for 
the next election. 

The MLA engaged vigorously in the last municipal election to ensure 
that we have representatives who understand issues of importance to all 
waterfront residents – that our voice is heard at the table. On that I think 
we have had some success. 

The Ford government has taken an interest in Muskoka.  I have my 
suspicions as to why but however it came about, it is high time that 
governance of our watershed is a matter of public and political interest. 

The Muskoka Lakes drive a tourism economy estimated at $400 
million. This economy is based largely on the environment of Muskoka 
– our water quality, forests, and wildlife. Climate change is impacting 
environments worldwide and Muskoka is not immune to it. As the 
Muskoka Watershed Advisory Group (MWAG) was being formed to 
advise the Minister of Environment Conservation and Parks, we were just 
recovering from epic spring flooding.  

For years the MLA has advocated for an update to the Muskoka River 
Water Management Plan (MRWMP) – the plan that governs the operations 
of the water levels in the lakes throughout the watershed. Our requests 
were fended off by unwilling governments.  The MWAG consulted and 
developed advice to the Government last June. It recommended that an 
integrated watershed plan be developed for the Muskoka River watershed 
and that the water management triggers and spring operating levels as 
governed by the MRWMP be evaluated. 

The advisory group found that in terms of governance, the current 
fragmentated approach to analysis, decision making, programming and 
communications in the watershed does not serve it optimally, but they 
stopped short of recommending a permanent solution. As an interim 
measure a Community Round Table will act as the interim governance 
body for the implementation of Integrated Watershed Management. A 
good start, but not a long-term solution. 

For many years I have mused out loud about the need for a conservation 
authority to provide the governance model for the Muskoka Watershed. It 
is a successful governance model that I spend my days on in my work with 
one of the largest Conservation Authorities in the province. This model 
has stood the test of 75 years in Ontario. Its uniqueness is governance 
for the environment at the scale of the environment – the watershed. 
For us to be truly successful in addressing climate change, reducing the 
impacts of flooding and managing our natural resources, a governance 
model for the watershed must be developed. With the recommendations 
of the MWAG report and recent announcement of Provincial funding for 
some of the projects in their report, we can predict the future, proactively 
mitigate for future circumstances and yes, provide good governance for 
the environment. 

Deborah Martin-Downs – President

MESSAGE
President’s
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Greek Layer Dip
Looking for something quick and easy to throw together? Try out this fresh 
and delicious Greek Mediterranean Dip, serve with lunch or as an afternoon 
appetizer! Make the recipe  as big or as small as you like!

DIRECTIONS:
Layer all of the following in a dish of your choosing.  

INGREDIENTS:
• Hummus (Roasted garlic is best but any flavour will do!)
• Sour cream OR Tzatziki (Both ways are delicious)
• Finely chopped red onion
• Diced cucumber
• Finely diced tomatoes (halved cherry or grape tomatoes are nice too!)
• Finely diced pepper (green, sweet red, orange, or yellow pepper will do)
• Feta cheese, crumbled 
• Black or kalamata olives
• Salt and pepper (optional)

 Serve with veggie sticks, pita chips, bagel chips or naan brea

 Enjoy!

Water Quality Testing for 2021 Proceeds!
Virtual Training is Saturday May 22nd, 9:30am via ZOOM

Anticipated sample dates are below: Alterations may be made 
based on government restrictions due to COVID-19.

 June 5th     Sample weekend 1
 June 25th       Sample weekend 2
 July 23rd      Sample weekend 3
 August 20th      Sample weekend 4

A special thank you to all our 
volunteers who are participating 
in this year’s testing program. 
The program has been slightly 
modified to adhere to the health 
and safety protocols surrounding 
COVID-19 we are very pleased to 
be back out on the water!

Have a favorite recipe that you would like to share? Please feel free to submit the recipe to us via email admin@mla.on.ca with a photo 
of the finished product and you could be featured in our next Culinary Corner!

www.jwrosseau.com
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International Vintage Boating Day
We would like to thank those who participated in the MLA 

“Wooden Boats in Motion” event which took the place of our bi-
annual Antique Boat Show on Saturday, August 8th, 2020. Our 
friends at the Antique and Classic Boat Society - Toronto (ACBS) 
joined in and created the “National Vintage Boating Day” and turned 
it into a truly National and successful event.

For 2021 the MLA is pleased to 
support the ACBS in its second 
annual International Vintage 
Boating Day to be held on Saturday, 
August 21, 2021. Building on the 
success of last year’s event, they are 

broadening the program to include 
routes across North America! Kathy 

Rhodes, ACBS representative, says “the 
goal is to have as many vintage boats as possible on the water at the 
same time in a variety of locations. No registration is required, and any 
stops along the way should be governed by local COVID-19 protocols. 
Th is event allows us to get out on the water and have fun while still 
maintaining social distancing. Vintage boats include any boat built up 
to and including 1992 or any wooden boat.” Th e MLA will continue to 
share and promote details about this event in the coming months. We 
look forward to participating and seeing you out on the water!

Th e MLA is pleased to announce that the Antique Boat Show will 
restart August 13, 2022 in Port Carling.We can’t wait!

Call us for a FREE 
and confidential 

property evaluation

l i s t  l o c a l .  m a r k e t  g l o b a l .

JIM GARDINER* 705.646.7358
IRIS GARDINER* 705.646.6367

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE
chestnutpark.com  |  Office: 705.765.6878
110 Medora Street, Port Carling, Ontario  P0B 1J0

New Members
Please welcome the following as new members of the MLA! From January 13, 2021 to May 1, 2021

Richard WALKER
John HAYWARD
James MCADAMS
Dunc HAWKINS
Jean FILIPPINI
UPPER LAKES PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

Don WADE
Scott & Lindsay SIMON
Craig HILL
Jeffrey HILL
Jon HILL
Dinny MCCRANEY
Mark SCARROW

Andrew BROWN
Heidi GREEN
John SEE
Storey BADGER
Kim & Matt SNARE
Charles BALDERSTON
J. Michelle FILICE

Teresa FORTIN
Julia MCLEAN-SQUIRES
Doris FOWLER
Andrew MOOR
Sarah NEWELL
Rui MALHINHA
Robert BETHUNE

Greag & Laura
 PIASETZKI/WOODS
Cristine CHIASSON
Marina E. SHARPE
Oliver SHARPE
Sabrina CHIASSON

www.chestnutpark.com
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T             he season for boat rides, swimming, and hanging out dockside is 
now upon us. To ensure we can preserve these precious moments 
at our cottages and the environment for generations to come, 

now is the time to start thinking about how you can make your cottage 
more sustainable.  

When you make your cottage more sustainable, you are not only 
contributing to improving the environment, but you are also saving on the 
long-term costs of running your cottage. Thus, leaving more money for 
wine, cocktails, and delicious food on the BBQ! Here are three sustainable 
energy solutions that you can incorporate today with the highest quality 
equipment available to take the first step towards sustainability at your 
cottage: The Net Metering Program, Off-Grid Solar PV and a Solar PV 
Battery Back-up System. 

With already high hydro rates on the rise, there is no better time than 
now to use the energy from the sun to power your cottage by utilizing a Solar 
PV system.  Recent advancements in Solar PV equipment have substantially 
lowered the costs and increased the accessibility of high efficiency solar 
panels. The Solar PV panels available now are more powerful, sleek and 
can even be seamlessly integrated into your roofing or installed at other 
locations on your property.

A couple things to keep in mind when you are considering Solar PV are:
• The slope of your roof 
• Do you have any south facing roof or property space?
•  What is the tree coverage like on your roof?
If you are already tied to the grid one great sustainable energy solution 

to consider is the Net Metering program. It will give you the ability to 
offset your energy consumption by utilizing the energy to provide power 
to your cottage, and anything extra will create KwH credits to offset future 
consumption.  The first step is to understand if there is capacity in your area 
for net metering which you can easily find out through giving your energy 
provider a call. Once you have established that there is capacity for net 
metering our team can take you through the application process and design 
a Solar PV system that will meet all your energy needs.

Is your cottage located in a more remote area that is not connected to the 
grid? An Off-Grid Solar PV system incorporating high efficiency battery 
storage is an excellent sustainable energy solution for you.  

Not ready to invest in a full-scale Solar PV system, but looking for 
another option besides the noisy and gas polluting generators? A simple 
Solar PV battery back-up system could be exactly the sustainable energy 
solution that works for you!  In this scenario we would design a smaller scale 
PV system with an inverter and battery storage connected to essential loads 
This will ensure that if the grid goes down, the Solar PV system will kick in 
and power those loads.

We would welcome the opportunity to speak to you further about 
making your cottage more sustainable. We love talking about sustainable 
energy solutions!  Please contact us at Jen@sustainablecottages.ca or take a 
look at www.sustainablecottages.ca for more information.  We look forward 
to seeing you out on the lake this summer! 

Jen Foster, Sustainable Cottages

Sustainable Cottages

ShoreLines

RENEWAL TIME!
Have you had the opportunity to renew your membership?

The season is upon us, please take a moment to renew now! You can call the office at 705-765-5723 or renew online https://www.mla.
on.ca/user/login

If you request to have your yearbook mailed to you and have not renewed by June 1st to update your information it will go to the 
address on file.

We will offer curbside pick up for the yearbook again this year, and will communicate directly to you once they are ready for pick up!

Tell your friends and neighbours about us! The more waterfront owners we represent, the more powerful our voice is.
Thank you for continuing to support the oldest lake association in Canada.

Photo provided by Jen Foster, Sustainable Cottages
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Cottages are special places.
Let us help you protect them.

 

David Browne • Cockburn Island
dbrowne@mmr.ca • 416-520-7042

Darcy Browne • Cockburn Island
darcybrowne@mmr.ca • 416-520-7042

Philip Goad • Laurie Island
pgoad@mmr.ca • 416-738-4412

 

Muskoka Lakes Association
Preserving Muskoka for Future Generations

In January the MLA wrote a submission to Transport Canada that 
endorsed proposed changes to modernize boating regulations. Two 
issues will have the most impact on safety on the water. 

The first is to require those who rent a boat to be as qualified as those who 
own one. Right now, no one is required to have an Operator’s Card to rent a 
boat. Instead, the renter is required to fill in a standard checklist to confirm 
that he/she understands and will apply 40 aspects of boating knowledge and 
safety. All aspects of buoys and other aids to navigation are covered in just 
two of the 40 questions. We believe it is rare that a boater would have this 
much knowledge and yet not already have an Operator’s Card. We also believe 
that few non-boaters would be able to fully grasp this much knowledge via a 
dockside briefing. We believe that a single standard of knowledge ought to 
apply to all boaters, regardless of whether they own, borrow or rent. The rules 
to rent a boat should be no different than to rent a car.

The second issue is that proposed changes are on track to first apply to 
the 2023 boating season. We believe they should be enacted more quickly 
and apply to the 2022 season. 

View MLA’s response to the proposed changes by clicking the link 
below or visit the website. https://www.mla.on.ca/web/default/files/Files/
boating%20letter.pdf

It is also important to note that at the fall meeting of the Canadian 
Marine Advisory Council some initiatives will be underway this summer 
that may include an online survey, onsite observation and an intervention 
campaign that could be conducted across marinas and boat launches across 
the country to promote the use of PFDs/lifejackets. This project hopes to 
provide information that could support potential regulatory amendments 
in the future such as mandatory life jackets for all ages whenever a vessel 
is underway. 

Pleasure Craft Operators Card 

On May 20th, 2021 Safe Quiet Lakes, a valued partner of MLA, 
will be conducting its third comprehensive survey on boating 
safety and enjoyment. This is an important survey that gathers the 

experiences and opinions of all who use the waterways in the Muskoka and 
Georgian Bay regions.

SQL’s 2017 survey attracted 3,300 responses, an increase of 44% over the 
2013 survey. Responses came in from 130 lakes and rivers in the Muskoka 
area! In addition to answering the survey questions, respondents provided 
274 pages of written comments, an astonishing indication of interest and 
passion in the safe enjoyment of our waters. Results from both of their 2013 
and 2017 Surveys have been presented to Municipalities, Transport Canada, 
the OPP, boating organizations and many others to help communicate the 
interests and concerns of the users of our region’s lakes. 

We want to see a record turnout of MLA members in this year’s event. 
Watch for an e-blast with an invitation to complete the survey. We encourage 
all generations in your household, friends and neighbors to take the survey, 
so please pass it along! 

Results will be shared later in the summer. 

SQL SURVEY “Your lakes – Your views”

Photo provided by Victor Chow
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The MLA began a pilot project last summer that involved providing, 
at member request, a no wake sign suitable for placement on private 
property. This project was an expansion of Safe Quiet Lakes’ (SQL) 

Wakes and Speeds Traffic Calming project that started last spring on the 
Indian River/Mirror Lake. After collecting feedback from our members who 
had these trial signs on their property SQL worked with a representative of 
MLA to re-design the sign. The most prominent part of the re-designed sign 
is now the words “no wake”. We feel the no wake signs will indeed promote 
awareness and be a great tool to encourage traffic calming in areas of our 
lakes that need it most. 

In Muskoka a vessel must limit its speed to 9 KMH within 30 m of 
the shore or of a dock, pier, raft, floating platform or another vessel that 
is anchored, moored or underway, and does not apply to a vessel moving 
perpendicularly away from the shore while it is being used for water skiing 
or kite flying while the water skier or kite flyer is in the process of taking off.

If you are interested in getting your very own co-branded MLA/ SQL 
No Wake sign, please use one of the following options to purchase your sign 
for $20.00 each and arrange for a contactless pick up! 

Call the office at 705-765-5723, email info@mla.on.ca or go to 
our e-commerce store to purchase one online. https://www.mla.on.ca/
MLA-Merchandise 

Signs are anticipated to be ready for pick by the beginning of June. 
Should you want your sign shipped to you, we are happy to do this, however 
postage fees will apply.

The MLA Acquires Another Radar Unit! 

We are pleased to announce that we will have two radar units out 
on the water this year!

The MLA will be placing one of the radar units out at its 
original locations on Lake Joseph at Ames narrows and the second larger 

MLA No Wake Sign
New & Improved Design!

NO
WAKE

unit will be placed on the Indian River/Mirror Lake to assist Safe Quiet 
Lakes (SQL) in the traffic calming project in this area. 

We hope to have these out and ready to go in the early boating season 
and look forward to the adding another year of data from these locations to 
aid in our quest of responsible boating. 

Muskoka Lakes Association
Preserving Muskoka for Future Generations

Photo provided by MLA archives. Image shows first year placement of the radar unit

mailto:mftip@chrisoutdoors.ca
www.chrisoutdoors.ca/stewardship
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The small village of Rosseau is centred around, and has been since 1874, 
the Rosseau General Store. Walking into the store is like walking into 
days gone by. Wooden fl oors well worn by years of use, a butcher 

counter at the back, and small rooms off  the main store for hardware and 
other essentials in a pleasing, if occasionally haphazard, manner. 

Th e current owners are Laurie McDonald and Brian Dollin who 
bought the store in March, 2017. It had been their dream to operate a 
store located in a heritage building. Open year round, it services locals 
and cottagers alike with a staff  of six in the winter, and 30 in the summer.

Th e challenges of operating a general store can be daunting. Shortly 
after they fi rst arrived, a major power outage meant the dated generator 

had to be dragged upstairs, dusted off , wired and plugged in outside. 
Freezers were rotated with power while they desperately tried to keep 
everything frozen. After a couple of outages, a big new Generac was 
installed so that power outages are now a thing of the past. Equipment in 
the store was antiquated, and has now all been gradually replaced.

Th e store has become well known for its quality meat products which 
is sold both fresh, fresh frozen and vacuum packed. Fresh produce is 
brought in two to three times/week, and of course all the basic items one 
tends to run out of are always in stock. Th ey also bake their own pies and 
cookies and if there is anything you want them to keep stocked to save 
you a trip outside of town, they are happy to do so. 

Th eir clients range from movie and sports stars to local Rosseau villagers 
and cottagers which can make for an interesting ambiance. Even the most 
calm cashier gets occasionally tongue tied when someone famous walks 
through the door. 

You need a commitment to history to run a general store. People 
really enjoy the fact that the store has remained true to its roots, and 
that it is little changed since its humble beginnings. Th e store will be 
celebrate its 150th birthday in 2024 which is remarkable. Stay tuned for 
some special celebrations.

P.O. Box 10, 1 Rice Street, Rosseau P0C 1J0
   Cathie Mostowyk

Rosseau General Store

MLA Annual Seedling Day 
Cancelled… Again
The annual MLA Seedling day as described by Community 
Programs Chair Penny Middleton,  is the kick off event of the 
season. Each year we look forward to interacting with our 
members, selling seedlings native to our surrounding area and 
distributing our yearbook along with giving out a free seedling 
for the kids to wrap and take home to plant. Although we are 
disappointed that the event needed to be cancelled, the 
health and safety of our members, staff and volunteers are of 
the utmost importance to us. Therefore, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the uncertainty around what government 
restrictions would be in place at the time of the event, it was in 
everyone’s best interest to cancel the event. We do encourage 
you to plant this season, and to check out all of the local 
garden centers and nurseries. The MLA is very hopeful that we 
will have a 2022 Seedling Day on the May long weekend, and 
hope to see you there. 




